CHAPTER XXV.
ENGLISH UNIVERSITIES*

We said in the last chapter that if you want to ascertain
the standard of intelligence of a people, just read their
newspapers* Now we will go further and say that if you
want to know what makes a man of a people, then go to
their universities and educational institutions* In other
words* as the universities teach, so the people think and
act*

As will have been gathered from our impressions of the
outstanding features of life and Society in England, the
one fact which seems to stand out most prominently is
the gentlemanliness of the British people* In their work,
in their play, in their love of sport for sport's sake, in their
passion for freedom and democracy, in the supremacy
of the rule of law, etc*, you see this characteristic writ
large over the life of the nation* It has been lamented
by the Britons themselves that life in modern England
has sadly degenerated from the standard of the Victorian
Era and that men as well as women have rapidly outgrown
their former gentlemanly as well as feminine ways* How far
this is true a stranger in the land is unable to gauge,
though in the growth of trade unionism and the general
levelling-up of social and economic class distinctions
the change is not imperceptible* Nevertheless, even to-
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